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Black Dog Meet

No. 42– Glen Coe

Date - 19th- 21st August.

Hills Climbed                 Stob Ban(977m)
Am Bodach (1032m)

                                       Cruach Innse (857m)
Sgorr a’Mhaim
(1099m)

                                       Sgorr Innse (809m)
Ben Starav(1078m)

                                       Aonach Dubh (892m)
Beinn Nan Lus(709m)

                                       Sgorr Dhearg (1024m)
Beinn Mhic Chasgaig (864m)
                                       Sgorr Dhonuill (1001m)
Buachaille Etive Beag (925m)


Fraochaidh (879m)
Stob Dubh(958m)

 
Ben Nevis (1344m)
Bidean nam Bian(1150m)


An Gearanach (982m)
Stob Coire Sgreamhach(1072m)




Stob Coire a’Chairn (981m)

In Attendance              


Gerry Feeney
Steve Davis


Tony Smith
Alan Sewell


Lorna Smith
Russell Shanks


Ken Rae
Fiona O’Neill


Dave Barbour
Steve Smart


Andy Robb

Log                              

On Friday(19Th) Gerry climbed Stob Ban while Tony and Lorna climbed Corbetts Cruach Innse and Sgorr Innse on the other side of the glen. Meanwhile round in Glen Coe Alan and Russell climbed Archers Ridge on Aonach Dubh.  Weather was overcast, but cloud level was above the summits and visibility good.

Saturday dawned with low-lying cloud which soon burned away to give a glorious day of bright sunshine.

Fiona and Steve Smart were off early to canoe down Loch Etive, an unusual start to the ascent of Ben Starav, they took in both “tops” on the hill then also climbed a Graham, Beinn Nan Lus.  Not long after them, the “Three Musketeers” (Dave, Ken and Andy) set off to do the “Ring of Steall” a round of 4 Munros (An Gearanach, Stob Coire a’Chairn, Am Bodach and

Sgorr a’Mhaim), that starts off from Glen Nevis. Alan and Russell set off to climb Observatory Ridge a classic mountaineering route up Ben Nevis.

Gerry “solo-ed” his way up Sgorr Dhearg and Sgorr Dhonuill, starting off from the car park at the tourist information centre at Ballachulish. This attracted some strange looks from the locals as he strode his way through the village with boots and rucksack.

Tony, Lorna and Steve Davis also headed towards Ballachulish to climb the Corbett Fraochaidh.
Everyone had a great day with Fiona and Steve arriving back at the hostel at 10.00 pm after a big day out

Sunday brought overcast skies, cloud on the tops and the promise of rain to come

Undaunted by this Dave and Andy and Fiona and Steve Smart headed for Glen Coe the two remaining Musketeers climbing the “wee Buachaille” and Stob Dubh the other pair climbed Bidean Nan Bian and Stob Coire Sgreamhach.  All ended up getting rained on with Fiona and Steve experiencing typical heavy Glen Coe rain.

Tony and Steve climbed a Glen Etive Corbett Beinn Mhic Chasgaig   Lorna declined to join them as did Gerry who did not fancy walking in wet feet as a burn had to be crossed at the start.

Alan and Russell took the smart option and decide to head east, as it was forecast to remain dry, to climb crags at Dunkeld

Anecdotes from the meet

Gerry, Tony and Lorna were the victims of a road rage incident in a Spean Bridge car park.  We had turned into what we thought was the minor road to the start of the walk but was a car park with a dead end.  On stopping to decide how best to turn around we were “tooted at” by an older woman in a red Volvo estate and subjected to a withering stare.  The reason for her behaviour became apparent when she left her car and headed for the pharmacy, she was probably going for her prescription of Prozac to keep her calm?

The three Musketeers had difficulty finding the wire bridge over the Water of Nevis due to thick  early morning mist, they ended up having to double back down the glen to find it.

Gerry came across a stray black dog near Sgorr Dhonuill, he tried to coax it down and make it our club mascot but with no success.

Fiona and Steve had a close encounter with an otter while canoeing down Loch Etive.  A story that a bear also appeared to chase the otter was dismissed as wild speculation amongst the gossips in the club

Ken Rae showed that he was a bit of a Paul Daniels by showing a young lad staying in the hostel a few card tricks.  I certainly won’t play Ken at cards!

Steve Davis and Tony had estimated that their walk in Glen Etive would take about 4 hours.  Having set off at 9.15 it was expected they would be back at 13.15. Lorna and Gerry thought that this would give them time to head to the Kingshouse Hotel for morning coffee and a scone.  They left at 12.00 to return to Glen Etive whereupon they met Steve and Tony turning out of the Glen Etive road onto the A82! We met up much to Tony’s relief as his change of clothes and lunch were in Gerry’s car

All - a reminder that the next meet is on 24th September. Meet organiser is Steve Davis

Gerry Feeney

