Routes Climbed

Aonach Dubh


Bowstring (Diff)


Archer Ridge (V. Diff)

Ben Nevis


Observatory Ridge (V Diff)

Craig a Barns (Dunkeld)


Holly Tree Groove (V Diff)


Kestrel Crack (Severe)


The End (Very Severe)

Friday 19th Aug.

Left Dun at 7.00am and headed over to Glencoe. Weather was cloudy with patches of mist. As we reached Glencoe there was some sunshine and blue skies.  We headed up to the East face of Aonach Dubh to climb a route called Archer ridge (V Diff). However this was on the upper tier of the buttress which meant we had to climb another route, Bowstring (Diff), to reach it. Both routes were very good. Archer ridge was memorable by its lack of protection on the first pitch – we later found that the guidebook now issues a health warning with this pitch. That explains the sowing machine leg half way up. 3 Pitches on Archer ridge took us to the top of the climb just in time for a heavy downpour of rain. The route back to the bottom of the crag was note worth by the traverse back across the middle of the crag on a 6 inch wide thin ledge with big drops below the feet.
Saturday 20th Aug

A glorious morning with mist in the glens and blue skies above. We headed around to the Allt a Mhuillin car park to climb Observatory Ridge (V Diff) on Ben Nevis. The mist kept things reasonably cool for the walk in, but eventually broke through the cloud as we came out the forest. Up past the CIC hut to the bottom of the route took 2 hrs in total. Scrambled up the first couple of hundred feet of the ridge and then took 4 pitches on the middle section. Summit was reached by a nice 60ft slab to round off a classic climb.

Sunday

As it was to rain in the west we decided to head east to do some climbing at Craig a Barns, Dunkeld. “Holly Tree groove” (V Diff) was interesting with a nice chimney to finish. “Kestrel Crack” (Severe) was an excellent route, with some nice juggy holds and nice moves at the big flake near the top. The last route tackled was “The End” (Very Severe) – a bold line, lead superbly by Russell. Two pitches, with the start of the second pitch being the brutal crux move. Again, as we packed up the rain came on but nothing could dampen our high spirits. A memorable meet – full on classic rock.
