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Black Dog Meet

No. 76 – Arran

Date – 29th to 31st Aug.

Hills Climbed               Cir Mhor 

798m

                                    Ben Tarsuinn 

825m

                                    Casteil Abhail 
859m 

                                    Goatfell           
874m




Mullach Mor 

314m (Holy Island)




A’ Chruach

514m




Fionn Bhealach
444m

In Attendance              

Tony Smith, Lorna Smith, Charles Alexander, Jean Alexander, George Norman, Kirsty McLaren, Russell Shanks, Alan Sewell

Weather
Fri – low cloud



Sat - low cloud and breezy



Sun – very wet 

Notes   

Tony, Lorna, Jean and Charles set off Thursday morning with the hope to make Holy Isle - for a dash up and down Mullach Mor and then on to the Buddhist retreat for a spot of “monkin”. However plans had to be re-thought when the ferry to the holy island didn’t allow for enough time – so instead A’ Chruach was climbed.

On Friday Holy Isle was attained when Lorna, Jean, Charles and Tony climbed Mullach Mor (Holy Isle) (314m) and then Charles and Tony went on to Fionn Bhealach (444m), where adders were much in evidence. 

Russell, Alan, Kirsty and George left Montrose in the middle of the night (5.30am) on Friday looking to head for the Claonaig ferry. These plans were quickly changed at Perth and we almost agreed to make haste for the Ardrossan ferry. With a smooth ferry crossing (mill pond conditions), we arrived at Glen Sannox and headed for the saddle at Cir Mhor. George and Kirsty headed for the Cir Mhor summit and then on to Goatfell for some entertaining scrambling - before descending to Corrie Hotel. Russell and Alan headed for a bit of classic rock on the Rosa Pinnacle - Sou’wester slabs (***V Diff) - which was found to be a bit damp. For routes that require friction to climb them “damp” is never a good thing and the 3 tier chimney at the top proved to be a slimy thrutchy crux, before we arrived on the summit of Cir Mhor.

Arriving at the Lochranza hostel at about 9.00pm by which time the junior club member was ready for bed - but only after causing complete confusion on the bed-linen front.

Saturday was a very similar day to Friday with low cloud but with a stronger breeze. Tony, Lorna, Charles and Jean headed for Caisteil Abhail and Cir Mhor via North Glen Sannox with the plan to drop down via Glen Sannox. Russell, Alan, Kirsty and George headed up Ben Tarsuinn via Ben Nuis after which the party split with Kirsty and George heading back to Glen Rosa via Ben Chliabhain (via the path of doom), and Russell and Alan heading north to Caisteil Abhail. Tony, Lorna, Charles and Jean ended up descending via Glen Rosa (couldn’t find the route down to The Saddle in thick mist) and so we all eventually met up at the Ormidale Hotel in Brodick for a few pints and a bite to eat. The only problem being that the road north back to Lochranza was blocked due to an accident - with Tony’s car on the wrong side of the accident. With Russell’s magic bus however the day was saved – with 8 people squeezing up for a trip across country to get back to Lochranza.

We arrived at the hostel at about 9.30pm by which time it was well past the junior club member’s bedtime.

Sunday was a wash out with continuous rain for most of the day – a trip to Brodick castle and a look at some swag shops was the order of the day before catching the 2.00pm ferry and home. 

Next Meet – 27th Sept 2008 Northern Cairngorms (Meet Organiser John Stewart).
