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Black Dog Meet

No. 80

Drumochter

Date –24th January 2009

Hills Climbed 

Glas Mheall Mor, 928m



A’Bhuidheanach Beag, 936m



Meall na Leitreach, 775m




Lochnagar, Central Buttress (II)

In Attendance

Gerry Feeney, John Stewart, Alan Sewell, 

Steve Smart, Fiona O’Neil and Russell Shanks

Weather

Fine and sunny

Notes 



Our first meet of the year which, we found later, coincided with 3 fatalities in Glencoe. A very sad day for all those who enjoy the Scottish hills.

Fiona and Steve climbed Glas Mheall Mor and then went on to A’Bhuidheanach Bheag. The snow was deep and soft increasing the travel times and the grey-out made navigation on compass essential. The time to the top was 2hr 40min, 1hr 20min from the top to the Munro and a total time of 6hr 10min. The deep snow meant no rocks were showing for direction fixes, but undeterred Steve took a fix on a hare. 

Gerry and John were even more hindered by the deep snow. They climbed Meall na Leitreach taking 2hr 35min for what would normally be 1hr 20min and took 1hr 40min to come off. Intentions to do both Corbetts were well and truly scuppered.

Alan and Russell missed the venue by miles and yet again ended up descending in the dark. Alan reports they left home at about 6.30am looking to do some climbing on Lochnagar, where they eventually set off up Central Buttress (II) at about 10am. There were at least 2 other parties above them on the climb. Snow conditions were not ideal, with lots of soft powder (no neve), with the success of the climb relying on frozen turf underneath. At about half way Alan dislodged a massive block (which he was going to put a sling around as a runner) that went careering past Russell on the belay stance below - missing him only by a matter of feet. Luckily no one was injured, and after Alan emptied his underwear they continued upwards. The route narrowed to a sensational arête near the top and the pair arrived at the plateau at 5.00pm. As usual the walk-off was done in the dark with head-torches arriving back home about 8.30pm.

Next meet 20th to 22nd February 2009, Drumochter, meet organiser is Charles Alexander.

John Stewart
