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Black Dog Meet

No. 91

Clova

Saturday 5th December 2009.

In Attendance
Charles Alexander 


Chris Barbour

Dave Barbour



Robin Clark




Will Clark



Jenny Davis




Steve Davis



Gerry Feeney




Richard Marwood


Kirsty McLaren




Fiona O’Neill



Andy Robb




Michael Ruby



Steve Smart

plus (non-walkers)
Pat Davis



Alan Sewell




Tony Smith



Lorna Smith




Elspeth Shanks


Russell Shanks

Mountains Climbed

Saturday
All



Driesh (947m)







Hill of Strone (850m)

Sunday
Fiona and Steve

Ben Reid (796m) (direct)
 


Weather

Grey, mixed light or heavy rain/sleet. Strong winds and poor visibility higher up.

Very disappointing after a beautiful cold, clear, calm day on Friday. Underfoot was wet to start with but turned icy then wet snow as we gained height.

Notes / Highlights

As this was the main social event of the year all the walkers followed the same route, a most unusual occurrence and a very different feel from our normal small group walks.

The walk started at the Glen Doll car park from whence we followed the Kilbo Path to the col between Driesh and Mayar. 

At an intermediate count of heads going through the woods we found two extra  – members of the Bank of Scotland walking club who were due to leave the car park at the same time (and they did not have a map). They left us half way up the path when they saw the rest of their group behind.

At the col, after a careful review of the maps by the mountain leaders present, we set off up Driesh. We reached the top in what seemed a very short time, the fierce weather taking our minds off everything else. We set off down towards Hill of Strone and stopped in shelter on the lee side of the col for lunch. Our chairman pulled a new stunt at this stop – “I have left my sandwiches in the car”. He dined very well on pork pies, mince pies and various other goodies donated by members who were prepared to go hungry on his behalf. We continued up the hill then along the ridge to just beyond Cairn Links and descended to the Clova Hotel. All were very wet and it was a challenge to navigate all the way due to poor visibility.

The cars were collected from Glen Doll, accommodation allocated and the walkers made themselves comfortable with showers before retiring to the bar for a well-earned pint of real ale, with a choice of three on tap. Guinness and a variety of lagers were also available.

The social animals, wimps and lame excuses joined us for the evening. A very good time was had by all, thanks to good food, served to us at a long table in a room reserved for us, by very friendly and efficient staff, the aforementioned beers, and wines. After a leisurely meal we adjourned to the Climbers Bar for a few more drinks and lots of chat. Some members played pool with the local shark.

After a hearty breakfast on Sunday all but Steve S and Fiona set off home.

The Sunday party went straight up Ben Reid, round Corrie of Clova to The Snub, over Green Hill (870m) and down to the hotel. Cloud on the tops but stayed dry.

In view of the success of this meet next year’s has been booked for the same location on Saturday 11th December 2010.

Charles Alexander

Next Meet

Glenshee. Saturday 30th January 2010. Organiser: Gerry Feeney.
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