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Black Dog Meet
No. 99 Glen Affric (Strawberry Cottage). The 100th Meet.

Friday 19th to Sunday 21st August 2010

In Attendance


            

 
David Cameron

Pat Davis

                                       
Gerry Feeney

Dave Binnie


Valerie Inglis

Matthew Binnie (guest)


George Norman

Alan Sewell



Michael Ruby 

Charles Alexander

                                        
Fiona Ruby


Dave Barbour


Steve Davis


Tony Smith

Hills Climbed


Friday

 
Meall a'Chrathaich (679m) Charles & Tony

Carn a'Bhodaich (501m) Steve & Pat

Beinn a'Mheadhoin (610m) Steve & Pat
Saturday

Mullach na Dheiragain
(1127m) Alan, Val & Gerry
Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan (1151m) Alan, Val & Gerry

An Socach (921m) Val, Gerry, Dave Binnie & Matthew

Mam Sodhail (1181m) Dave Barbour, Dave C & George

Carn Eighe (1183m) Dave Barbour, Dave C & George

Beinn Fhionnlaidh (1005m) Dave Barbour, Dave C & George

Creag Dubh (539m) Steve, Pat, Charles & Tony

Sunday


Meall na h-Eilrig (465m) Steve & Pat

Carn a’Choire Gairbh (865m) Gerry, Val, Dave C & Michael




Beinn a'Mheadhoin (610m) Charles & Tony
Carn a’Chuilinn (816m) Alan

Weather

Friday was wet early on but became a pleasant day with sunshine but increasing wind later on in the day. Saturday was a very windy day but dry and cloud above the summits. Sunday was better; sunny with the wind reduced to a breeze.

Notes / Highlights

Only Steve, Pat, Charles and Tony were climbing hills on the Friday with most of us heading straight to Glen Affric

All of the group (except Dave Binnie and Matthew) met in the car park at the east end of Loch Affric shortly after six p.m. All the gear was packed into Michael and Dave’s 4x4s and we set off for the cottage. Alan, Charles and Tony were on bikes whilst Val and Dave C set off on foot. The first section of the track along the loch side was quite rocky in places and it was just as well we had vehicles with a good ground clearance.

When we finally arrived, I think we were all pleasantly surprised by how well equipped the cottage turned out to be, it was in a wonderful location in Glen Affric with good views all around.

We settled down in our home for the weekend and Steve cooked an excellent dinner of salmon. By this time the wind had really picked up and as it was getting late we assumed Dave and Matthew were not coming. We were surprised to see lights in the darkness heading for the cottage. Not long afterwards Dave and son came through the door having endured a difficult bike ride in strong wind and rain and they didn’t have the privilege of having their gear motored in for them. The wind continued unabated during the night making sleep difficult in the upstairs men’s dorm.

Saturday morning dawned with the wind having abated little and we set off on our various walks. The Munroists set off together then split up with the Daves (Cameron and Barbour) and George climbing Mam Sodhail, Carn Eighe and Beinn Fhionnlaidh, Alan Val and Gerry climbed Mullach na Dheiragain and Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan with Val and Gerry then heading on to An Socach. Dave and Matthew Binnie also climbed this latter hill. 

Steve, Pat, Tony and Charles climbed Creag Dubh and on their return to the cottage entertained some passing Americans by having them drop in for a cup of tea. Everyone was back by six-thirty and we had another excellent meal, a chilli cooked by Val, I particularly enjoyed it having seconds, thirds and even fourths!

Sunday dawned a pleasant sunny day with light winds and sunshine. Myself, Val, Michael and Dave Cameron thought we would have a go at climbing Sail Chaoirainn from Glen Affric instead of the normal start point in Glen Shiel. Once we gained the ridge we realised why the hill is not climbed our way. It was miles away! Nonetheless we turned around and headed for the Corbett Carn a’Choire Gairbh then down towards Loch Affric to pick up Michael’s car at the cottage. The only other thing of note we encountered was two guys heading up the stalker’s path to shoot grouse. I thought shooting was not allowed on a Sunday?

Tony and Charles climbed Beinn a'Mheadhoin while Alan ticked off another Corbett (Carn a’ Chuilinn). Steve and Pat climbed Meall na h-Eilrig, their experience was enlivened by the presence of a bull. Steve reckons it must be a church going bull as it gave them no problems.
“Hero of the meet” was Matthew Binnie (age 10) for his epic cycle to the cottage on the gale-swept Friday night. I would also like to add that it was great to see how everyone pitched in and helped out with the various chores and tasks (like refilling the water tank) needed to enjoy our weekend in the cottage

Next meets 

Harris 9th to 12th September and Glen Dessarry, 11th and 12th September. Organisers Tony Smith and Gerry Feeney respectively.

Gerry
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