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Black Dog Meet
No. 100/101 Lewis/Harris & Glen Dessarry

Thursday 9th to Sunday 12th September 2010

In Attendance


            

 
Lewis/Harris

Glen Dessarry

Chris Barbour

Dave Cameron



                                       
Scott Murray (guest)

Gerry Feeney




Robin Clark


Valerie Inglis


Wull Clark


Liz Kennedy 


Kirsty McLaren

Charles Alexander

                                        
Jon Pickering




Alan Sewell




Tony Smith

Hills Climbed


Thursday

Clisham (799m) Robin, Wull, Kirsty, Jon & Alan

Kearnaval (378m), Liuthaid (492m) and 

Sleiteachal Mhor (248m) Tony

Friday

 
Uisgnaval Mor (729m) and Husival Mor (489m) Alan & Tony
Saturday

Tirga Mor (679m) Alan, Wull & Tony




Beinn Bhreac (191m) Tony




Sgurr Mor (1003m) and Sgurr an Fhuarain (901m) Val & Liz

Sgurr na Ciche (!040m), Garbh Chioch Mhor (1013m) and Sgurr nan Coireachan (953m) Gerry, Dave & Charles
Sunday


Toddun (528m) Robin, Wull, Kirsty, Jon & Tony

Weather

Friday. High Harris hills in cloud but otherwise OK and better than forecast. Friday dawned wet and windy but improved somewhat through the day. This trend continued into the weekend and Sunday morning was the best.

Notes / Highlights

A. Lewis/Harris

After overnight travel stops at the Altguish (now much improved) and Ullapool (where Chris found a very ‘interesting’ B&B) and an uneventful ferry crossing the walkers all made a dash for the hills given the reasonable weather at the time. Fine views from lower hills but cloudy on Clisham where one of the group was fortunate to escape with cuts and bruising after a fall on wet boulders. Chris and Scott cycled the 20 or so miles down to the hostel.

Ravenspoint (Kershader) hostel provided a good base for the weekend (the cyclists were less happy with the 6 miles of undulating road at the start and end of each day) although the kitchen would have been much too small were the hostel full.

Friday morning provide grim cycling conditions and the planned tour was cut short in favour of hot showers and the ‘attractions’ of the local inn. Alan and Tony made the summit of the first planned Graham but conditions were rather poor. Again the second, lower, hill was more enjoyable with huge rock slabs and decent views to Taransay etc. The others present had an enjoyable day visiting many of the local tourist attractions.

The predicted weather clearance on Saturday didn’t happen so again we could only imagine the supposedly spectacular views from the Graham. Tony’s trip to Beinn Bhreac was fortunately much less eventful than his previous visit to a hill of that name (scene of broken leg last year). Chris and Scott completed a 76 mile tour of Lewis (and therefore ‘qualified’ for a three course dinner – a self-imposed 25 mile/course requirement).

The best walk was on Sunday to a fantastic viewpoint above Rhenigidale. A fitting end to the trip.

B. Glen Dessarry

Val and Liz set off in poor weather but the day improved. They realised very quickly that there was a lot of water on the hill and may have trouble crossing the River Kingie. Sure enough it was running very high and they had to walk a long way up stream before finding a suitable place to cross. Even then they had to wade over and spent the whole day with feet sloshing around in boots. Picked up the stalker's path in the col between An Eag and Sgurr Beag and had a good walk along the ridge with lots of descent and re-ascent. They got some good views over Loch Quoich but the summit of Sgurr Mor was shrouded in mist. The walk along the ridge to Sgurr an Fhuarain was the highlight of the day with great views to the east. Val thought she'd better do it whilst there just in case she decided to do the Corbetts one day!


Gerry, Dave and Charles set off from west end of Loch Arkaig by bike to Upper Glen Dessarry, continued on foot along path on north side of tree plantation, crossed Allt Coire nan Uth and headed north up shoulder to Sgurr nan Coireachan. They then headed SW then NW along ridge to Garbh Chioch Mhor, descended to the col and then up on to Sgurr na Ciche, before returning to the col. They then headed SW down steep gully and SW to pick up path heading back to Upper Glen Dessarry

Another epic but worth it to get these three remote Munros. Gerry fell off his bike on way back to the car but no serious injury sustained just a cut finger and a few bumps and bruises

Next meet

Loch Tay Saturday 16th October. Organiser is Michael Ruby.

Gerry and Tony
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