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Black Dog Meet

No. 105 Blair Atholl

Saturday 29th January 2011

In Attendance
Fiona O’Neil


Wull Clark

Steve Smart


Robin Clark

David Cameron

Lorna Smith

Michael Ruby


Tony Smith




Gerry Feeney


Russell Shanks




Val Inglis


Alan Sewell




Kirsty McLaren

Lindsay Wyllie




Jon Pickering


+ “Gus”

Mountains Climbed

Saturday


Meall Chuaich
 (951m)





Creag an Dubh Loch (983m)





Carn a'  Chlamain (963m)





Carn Gorm (1029m)





Meall Garbh (968m)





Carn Mairg (1042m)





Meall nan Aighean (981m)


Weather

Cloud, then blue skies and sun.

Some very hard snow on the higher slopes, crampons needed.

Notes / Highlights

With no real plans forged before the meet, it all seemed to come together on the day. After braving the black ice on the A90, and enjoying the usual fare of butties and a good cup of tea at Ballinluig at 8.15am, Meall Chuach was then climbed by a group of 9 (Wull, Robin, Davie, Lorna, Tony, Michael, Gerry, Val, Kirsty and Jon). After some initial confusion over parking (we’ll not say who out of Tony and Val were confused, but it’s probably an age thing) the start from the old A9 road proved to be a good choice. The hill was a popular venue for walkers on a winter’s day. A drizzly start improved to broken cloud with, inevitably, the cloud clearing to give sunshine as we were all but at the bottom of the hill. It was then back, this time to the pub at Ballinluig where the bar man and Val relieved us of some money. Val’s moneys going towards the WWF as sponsorship for the Kilimanjaro trip. Good luck to Val and Dave on their adventure.

Lindsay and Gus decided to tackle Carn a' Chlamain by cycling up lovely Glen Tilt. Weather was clear with a slight northerly, with a round trip of about 6 hours.

Steve and Fiona did the Glen Lyon 4 Munros by the usual route from Invervar. In cloud for Carn Gorm and Meall Garbh, then blue skies and sun for the next two. Some very hard snow on the higher slopes where crampons were needed and a bit of step cutting where they were caught out. Brilliant day.

Alan and Russell had an early start leaving home at 6.00am, with bikes. Setting off from the Loch Muick carpark at first light for Creag an Dubh Loch, where Alan only managed to fall off his bike once on the way in. Initial patchy rain turned to snow higher up with a cold wind, which cleared to give sunshine and blue skies. By skating on thin ice we managed to cross the 20ft frozen river at its entrance to the Dubh loch – “brickin’ it”. The Tom Patey route NW gully (grade III – lean conditions) was superb. An initial ice pitch was followed by an easier middle two pitches of hard neve. A 30m ice smear of bullet hard water ice as a finale proved to be the crux. A delicate tiptoe up this and the day was won. A quick run back down the glen on the bikes, with another uncontrolled dismount from Alan, saw us back at the car at 4.30pm (pummelled).

Alan Sewell

Next Meet

Inchree.  25th-27th February. Organiser: Kirsty Mclaren
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