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Black Dog Meet

No. 107 Dundonnell

Friday 25th - Sunday 27th March 2011

In Attendance
Dave Binnie
David Cameron


Pat Davies

Steve Davis


Gerry Feeney
Valerie Inglis


Michael Ruby
Alan Sewell


Tony Smith

Mountains Climbed

Friday

Steve, Pat, Tony

Carn Breac (678m)







Beinn na Feusaige (625m)



Gerry, Mike


Fionn Bheinn (933m)



Alan, Dave


Beinn Damh (903m)


Saturday
Steve, Pat, Tony

Beinn a'Mhuinidh (692m)



Gerry, Mike


Seana Bhraigh (926m)



Valerie, David


Eididh nan Clach Geala (927m)







Meall nan Ceapraichean (977m)







Cona’ Mheall (978m)







Beinn Dearg (1084m)



Alan, Dave


Beinn Dearg Beag (820m)







Beinn Dearg Mor (910m)



Fiona, Steve


Sgurr Choinnich 999m







Sgurr a Chaorachain 1053m







Bidean an Eoin Deirg 1046m

Sunday
Steve, Pat, Tony

Beinn Eilideach (559m)

Weather

The weather was very varied over the weekend depending not only on where you were, but also how high you were. Friday was generally cold and showery, Saturday was clear and sunny with great views (unless you were on the Deargs!!) and Sunday was predominantly very blustery. Considering the amount of snow over the winter it was quite astonishing how little there was left so soon in the year….just a few patches in the gullies.

Notes / Highlights

The Sail Mhor hostel in Dundonnell was very good. Cosy and warm, a bit too cosy in the kitchen maybe, but well equipped, and nice and relaxing as we had it all to ourselves. The showers were particularly good! Our only minor inconvenience was that the local hostelry only opened on Wednesday and Friday nights out of season and didn’t serve food at all unless it was fish and chips pre-ordered! Slap on the wrist to the meet organiser (oh, that’ll be me then) for not checking this out in advance!
Friday

Gerry and Mike climbed a wet and boggy Fionn Bheinn at Achnaseen on their way over from Montrose. Steve, Pat and Tony were very cold and wet on Carn Breac but by the time they had reached Beinn na Feusaige it had dried up for them. Alan and Dave Set off from the Torridon Hotel up the well-made stalkers path into the corrie and up the ridge. Cloud on the top of Beinn Damh meant they didn't get a view. A quick curry (carried in) and then a cycle down to the boozer, where they ended up being "the turn" for the evening (the mind boggles). The hotel has every musical instrument you could think of - from trumpets, pan pipes to guitars and mandolins. A pity it didn't do any food! Fortunately most people had brought food with them, although a couple did nip round to Ullapool for a fish supper.
Saturday

Alan and Dave cycled in to Loch Sealga from Gruinard Bay. Climbed Beinn Dearg Beag via the NW ridge (which seemed to go on forever), and Beinn Dearg Mor before dropping to the Lochan for the long walk out. Weather was good -light winds and sun, with some stunning views. Steve, Pat and Tony had a very nice day on Beinn a'Mhuinidh in spite of it being very wet under foot. David, Gerry, Mike and I all set of together from Inverlael and then parted company. Gerry and Mike had a good day in mixed conditions on Seana Braigh – by all accounts Gerry was glad of the company on what would have been a very long, tough day without a chum. David and I had a marathon day on the 4 Deargs, the weather throwing everything it could at us, poor visibility a lot of the time with sleet, hail, and a big build up of snow behind the wall on the route up to Beinn Dearg itself making walking very arduous. As a result we got back to the car just as it got pitch black. Fiona and Steve had good walking weather - cool for most of the day. They parked in Craig car park and headed off crossing the railway, walking the landrover track and crossing the relatively new wire bridge. They followed the path to Sgurr Choinnich, Sgurr a Chaorachain and finished off with the Munro top Bidean an Eoin Deirg.They both thoroughly enjoyed the day.

The HERO OF THE WEEKEND award goes to Gerry and Mike who, after a 10 hour day on the hill, drove selflessly to Ullapool on behalf of us all and raided the local curry house and off licence to make sure we all feasted like kings. (Did you remember to throw the Oozie 9mm in the loch?) Thanks very much, men. It was very much appreciated by all!
Sunday

The Weegies, Mike and Gerry all took the easy option and went home.  Alan and Dave had bravely thought about taking the canoe out for a paddle, but due to high winds thought better of it and went home too. Steve, Pat and Tony heroically climbed Beinn Eilideach as a grand finale to a good weekend.

Conclusion

A very satisfying weekend for all. Hostel to be recommended. Lesson to be learned – if you’re going somewhere off-season, check out the locals to see if they’re open for business.

Next meet Kintail, 15th- 17th April, meet organiser Charles Alexander.

Val Inglis
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