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Black Dog Meet Report

No.114 Great Glen

Friday 28th to Sunday 30th October 2011

In Attendance


Charles Alexander

Fiona O’Neill 

Davie Cameron

Andy Robb

Steve Davis


Michael Ruby

Gerry Feeney


Alan Sewell


Val Inglis


Steve Smart

George Norman

Tony Smith

Mountains Climbed

Friday

Charles, Steve D & Tony

Meall nan Damh (723m)






Glas Bheinn (636m)

Alan




Fraochaidh (879m)

Andy & George


Beinn a’Chaorainn (1049m)

Beinn Teallach (915m)

Saturday

Charles, Steve D & Tony

Sidean Mor (601m)

Fiona & Steve
S


Meall Blair (656m)






Sgurr Choinich (749m)

Mike, David and Val


Aonach Mor (1221m)

Aonach Beag (1234m)

Alan




Braigh nan Uamhachan (765m)

Andy & Gerry



Sgurr Choinnich Mor (1094m)

Sunday

Charles, Steve D & Tony

Carn a’Chaochain (706m)

Alan




Stob Coire a’Chearcaill (770m)

Weather

After a reasonable Friday the forecast weekend wind and rain duly arrived and Saturday was a challenging and generally very unpleasant day.

Notes / Highlights

Friday saw conditions dry everywhere except underfoot, and mention must be made of George’s comic slow motion sideways topple into a giant mud bath in the forest at the start, sadly no pictures survive as Andy was convulsed with laughter, and he was just convulsed.

The two Loch Eil Grahams were duly bagged, thanks in part to a new roadway in from Callop to replace the notoriously wet riverside path.

Saturday was a bit of an epic day, particularly for those who ventured to high ground from Glen Nevis, but thankfully all ‘lived to tell the tale’.

In Val’s words: - “The climb from the col between Carn Mor Dearg and Aonach Mor was hard work with the wind blasting round the side of the mountain on that very steep pull up. Thereafter, the wind posed less of a problem, but the rain got heavier and heavier. By the time they had completed the circuit and come down from Aonach Beag the river had swollen and was uncrossable, so instead of being on the path, the troops had to follow the now white water rapids down the wrong side of the river. Five minutes from the main path and bridge over the river, they were faced by another engorged river blocking the way. Trapped between two massive rivers, the only option was to head back uphill to the flat meadow and seek a place to cross where it was safe. Even there, the river was fast flowing and the crossing involved linked arms and a huge effort to get to the other bank without being swept away. Fortunately, it was mild and quite still, so in spite of being wet from head to foot, body temperatures stayed up. Luckily there was enough daylight to make it back to the car. Note from the author: NEVER underestimate the power of nature!!! The volume of water was awesome but terrifying!!”
Gerry and Andy had a similar adventure with both of them having to link arms to cross a fast flowing stream up to their knees in water. The path back through the glen disappeared as the river through the glen had burst its banks around the Steall Falls necessitating a detour around the edge of the hills on the side of the glen. The walk through the gorge was also exciting at times when we had to cross streams where a slip would have ended in disaster.

Charles, Steve D and Tony ventured out from the Mallaig road but decided to curtail the original plan after a quick debate on the first wild summit so were back to the hostel early. 

Alan’s trip up Gleann Fionnlighe was straightforward enough but would probably have been easier (and safer!) with the right map.

Fiona and Steve S had a day trip to Loch Arkaig and climbed two Grahams north of the loch. After a road walk they headed up to Meall Blair, then a 5k nav exercise east to Sgurr Choinich. “A brilliant walk” - if you like wind and rain.

George “footled around in Glen Nevis, quite enjoyably, without climbing anything.”

The consensus on Sunday was that one day like Saturday was enough but Alan ventured another Corbett and Charles, Steve and Tony headed for quieter, but still misty, weather in Cannich and (yet) another Graham.

The Great Glen hostel is well equipped and did not disappoint and Saturday evening was greatly enhanced by Val’s and Jean’s cooking (and a little recuperative alcohol it must be said). Thanks to both and to others who contributed to what was a successful weekend, despite the weather.

Tony Smith

Next Meet

Deeside. Saturday 19th November

Organiser: Kenny Rae
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