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Black Dog Meet Report

No.116 Clova

Saturday 10th December 2011

In Attendance


Charles Alexander

Gerry Feeney

Chris Barbour


Fiona Ruby

Dave Barbour


Michael Ruby

Robin Clark


Lorna Smith

Wull Clark


Tony Smith

Richard Marwood (walk only)

Kirsty McLaren & Jon Pickering (meal only)


Mountains Climbed

Craig Mellon (866 metres)

Weather

A glorious cold frosty winter’s day with little wind, even high up. Perfect visibility. Warm clothes certainly needed.

Notes / Highlights

The first plan was to leave the Glen Doll car park soon after 08:30 and add two Munros to Lorna’s list, but a slightly later assembly time and the December meet tradition of all doing the same thing meant a change to the shorter alternative of Craig Mellon being the target.

Eleven hardy souls set off from a very icy car park, having taken a few minutes to visit the lovely National Park visitor centre to use its facilities and warm up a bit. We were surprised and delighted to welcome Richard on the walk as he had previously said that he could not make it. The ice soon changed to mostly crunchy snow as we followed a good track up to the edge of the forest. Lorna and Robin had the good fortune to see a buzzard catch a rabbit but the poor bird dropped its breakfast on seeing them. The snow got deeper as we climbed and the sun came up over the light cloud. The only other person we saw on the way up was a snowboarder who we later saw zooming down one of the gullies. Once clear of the trees, no path was visible and a fairly direct route to the top was chosen. It was hard going at times where the snow had accumulated and one stage needed to have steps kicked in it. The fit young lads made a good job of this, thank you Chris and Richard. The views from the top were superb. They gave a real sense of the topography of the area, with the deep glaciated clefts of Loch Muick, the upper South Esk valley and Glen Doll all standing out sharply in deep shadow from the sun low in the sky.

The party continued along the ridge until we reached a spot sheltered from the breeze and stopped for a rest and some food. Some of the young-at-heart in the party started to build an igloo and eventually it was a case of “if you can’t beat them join them” and a structure about person height was eventually constructed, albeit a bit draughty and leaky, with blocks carved from snow banks. There is photographic evidence of the achievement.

The sun went behind a cloud and the temperature dropped so we all headed off along the ridge again until we reached the Den of Altduthrie which afforded an easy way off the ridge to join Jock’s Road for the walk out. The track was icy in places and there were tremendous icicles hanging from rocks where water had been flowing over them.

After the tedious walk out and a short car trip to the Clova hotel all the walkers except Richard met in the bunkhouse kitchen for an excellent afternoon tea of mince pies, oaty biscuits and rich fruit cake provide by Lorna. Thank you Lorna.

Then it was a rest, showers, checking the wide range of beers etcetera, according to your priorities, before sitting down to an excellent dinner. Just as we were about to start searching for Kirsty and Jon they arrived on the dot of seven o’clock to join in the meal.

The “Black Dog” whisky was raffled AGAIN to raise funds for Tayside Mountain Rescue. Lorna was the lucky “winner” and it was decided that the contents of the bottle would be consumed after the Chairman’s Munro completion – note the lack of an A in that word.

A very replete company retired to the bar some time later and played bar games while enjoying a final drink for the evening.

The accommodation, food, and service at the Clova hotel was much appreciated.

Charles Alexander

Next Meet

Slochd 27th – 29th January 2012

Organiser: Val Inglis
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