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Black Dog Meet Report

No.118 Ben Lui

Saturday 25th February 2012

In Attendance


Stuart Donald


Alan Sewell

Gerry Feeney


Russell Shanks

Valerie Inglis


Steve Smart

Kirsty McLaren

Lorna Smith
 

Fiona O’Neill


Tony Smith




Jon Pickering

Mountains Climbed

Fiona & Steve



Ben Lui (1130m)






Meall nan Gabhar (743m)






Beinn a’Chleibh (916m)

Gerry




Carn a Mhaim (1037m)

Russell and Alan


Black Spout Gully, left branch

(Grade 1*** on Lochnagar)

Weather

Rather poor with cloud well below summits.
Notes 

After the usual stop off we (Kirsty, Jon, Val, Stuart, Lorna and Tony) set out from the good West Highland Way car park at Dalrigh along the excellent track to Coronish and beyond.

The crossing of Allt an Rund marked the start of our ‘difficulties’ when Tony lost his walking pole into the icy water (recovered some way down-stream after careful fishing). A steep climb into Coire Geothaich confirmed the presence of much snow (avalanche debris) which obscured the Stob Garbh path. We regained the path by tranversing but underfoot conditions were the deteriorating rapidly (thin icy snow on grass) so we decided to turn back well before reaching the ridge.

Meanwhile Fiona and Steve left the car park in Glen Lochy and headed west along the road to the footbridge. Once through the trees they followed the edge of the forest until they were below the steep north east face of Meall nan Gabhar. Straight up to the summit and down again. They then went up to the summit of Beinn a Chleibh, from there they went up the west ridge of Ben Lui 1130m returned down the path through the trees in waist deep mud/peat to paddle the river lochy back to the car. Weather started off not too bad but reportedly went downhill faster than they went uphill, cloud base at about 500m. From Beinn a Chleibh onward constant wind and rain. Looking down a very snowy central gully into the gloom was something else.

Gerry climbed Carn a Mhaim with Colin and Murray of Ceres Hillwalking club. The Ceres club had a weekend meet based at Braemar Youth Hostel, Gerry drove over in the morning to meet them at the hostel.  They set off from Linn of Dee car park and cycled to Derry Lodge. Thereafter they followed the path to the bridge over the Luibeg burn; from there they followed a well constructed foot path which took them a fair way up the hill. They headed along a track which took them to the summit then returned to Linn of Dee the same route they set out. Weather was windy with drizzle from time to time. Not a lot of snow about just patches here and there. Took them about 6 hours

Russell and Alan soloed up Black Spout Gully (Left branch) Grade 1*** on Lochnagar. Probably the only route left in condition in the corrie. They left Fettercairn at 5.30am and were home by 2.00pm. Great day!

The Ben Lui contingent later retired to the welcome warmth of the bar in Crianlarich.

P.S. Not to be beaten Stuart returned the following week to complete the Ben Lui ascent successfully.

Kirsty

Next Meet

Newtonmore. Saturday 24th March

Organiser: Michael Ruby
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