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Black Dog Meet

No. 126 Lake District

Friday 26th – Sunday 28th October 2012

In Attendance



Brian Barron

David Cameron


Robin Clark


Wull Clark


Gerry Feeney

Valerie Inglis


Lorna Smith

Tony Smith


June (guest)

Mountains Climbed

Friday

Valerie, David, Wull



Brian, Gerry, Lorna & Tony

(+ visitor Dominique)

Helvellyn (950m)

Nethermost Pike (890m)

Dollywagon Pike (856m)

Saturday
Valerie, David, Gerry,

Brian, June & Wull

(+ visitors Graeme & Titch)
Scafell Pike (978m)







Great Gable (899m)

Tony



High Street (828m) &

10 further nearby ‘Wainwrights’

Weather

The weather was very good (until Sunday morning).

We had a frosty start on both days. Saturday was spectacularly clear but unfortunately Striding Edge remained stubbornly misty for the Friday ascent.

Notes / Highlights

This was the second Black Dog trip south of the border and I think it is true to say that the hostel (Grasmere Independent) was a significant improvement on the camping barn used on the first!

Friday

This was one of those rare club days when we all did the same hill by the same route (well, except for a short ridge section that is). Starting from the Patterdale Hotel (car parking cheap by Lakes standards at £4.50 per day) we followed the well-trodden route to Bleaberry Crag and hence Striding Edge. Some of us followed the adjacent path whilst others tackled the icy rocks on the true ridge. A short scree slope then saw us all on the windy and chilly plateau for the short walk to the very busy summit. After food and a welcome nip of Royal Lochnagar (thanks David) we turned south for an easy high level walk over the next two tops and path down to Grisedale Tarn.

Saturday

The prime objective was Scafell Pike (England’s highest of course). The group set out from Seathwaite Farm towards Stockley Bridge on a beautiful day, but reported as being “bloody freezing”. They passed Seathwaite Fell on its east side, went underneath Great End to Esk Hause and then west via Broad Crag to Scafell Pike. Predictably it was very busy at the summit (“like Kilimanjaro all over again”). They went off north west and picked up Corridor Route to Styhead Pass where June and Gerry returned. The others went up the main track to Great Gable. From here they descended to Windy Gap and on to Seathwaite Farm via Sour Milk Gill.

Having walked Scafell several times before Tony opted for an alternative tour of some of the Eastern fells, meeting up with Sally Varian in Hartsop village for an excellent ‘circuit’ of the local Wainwright listed hills above Hayeswater.

Meanwhile Robin and Lorna walked into Grasmere village (and back!) and spent an enjoyable day visiting the local attractions. The hostel sauna then beckoned.

A ‘grand day’ (as others have said) for all was rounded off with excellent fare at the nearby Travellers Rest.

Sunday

The day dawned very wet so we simply headed home after a brief further visit to the village.

Next meet: Ben Lomond. 17th November. Meet organiser David
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