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Black Dog Meet Report

No 132 Arran

Friday 26th to Sunday 28th April 2013

In Attendance


David Cameron

Val Inglis

Tony Smith


Lorna Smith




Charles Alexander

Russell Shanks & family


Mountains Climbed

Friday


Goat Fell (874m) Val & Davie and Lorna, Charles & Tony

Saturday
Beinn Bharrain (721m) & Meall nan Damh (570m) Lorna, Charles & Tony

Beinn Tarsuinn (826m) & Cir Mhor (799m) Val & Davie

Sunday
Sail Chalmadale (479m) Charles & Tony

Weather

Friday was cold and windy with showers (rain at low level but sleet/snow on summit)

Saturday was good with sunny spells and clear long range views, although cold in the wind.

Rain early on Sunday soon improved but low cloud remained. 

Notes / Highlights

Val and Davie caught the morning boat from Ardrossan while those of us travelling from Montrose crossed to the island at mid-day. All 5 of us headed for Goat Fell via the obvious ‘tourist’ path from Cladach (by Brodick). Good going but steep and rocky on the upper section. Hail showers were very unpleasant but fortunately brief.

Our walk on the western hills was an excellent circuit from Pirnmill. Fabulous views over Kintyre to Ireland. A huge stroke of luck enabled us to avoid the walk back along the road at the end. We had just arrived at the end of the farm track when Elspeth drove up and offered a lift. A very welcome exchange for later tea and cakes in the hostel!

On Sunday Lorna, Val and Davie enjoyed a tour of the south Arran highlights, including the (not very) impressive standing stone near Blackwaterfoot reached via a pleasant walk across the golf course. Meanwhile my pre-ferry morning “dash” with Charles enabled me to complete the Arran Marilyns (unfinished business from my last trip to that island (2009) – which ended early in Crosshouse hospital). Following on from that, and in a very ‘unfortunate’ coincidence, this trip did not quite work out as planned for Russell.

He writes:

“On Saturday my daughter Laura and I set off to climb Sou’Wester Slabs on Cir Mhor. After completing the initial first pitch it became apparent that Laura was having some difficulty climbing due to pain in her legs. We both retreated and made plans to head back down Glen Rosa. By the time we had packed away our gear Laura’s lower leg and ankle had swollen badly and she could no longer weight bear on them. To cut a long story short she was airlifted 3 hours later by a very skilful RAF sea king team and transported to Crosshouse Hospital in Kilmarnock. With the aid of the Mountain Rescue’s Argo cat I was able to make it from Cir Mhor at 17.30 to the last ferry at 19.20 with 20 minutes to spare.  Then onto Kilmarnock to meet Laura. She had sustained ligament/soft tissue damage, thankfully nothing serious and was discharged that evening.
Huge thank you to Remi and his Stirling University M.C. friends, Dan and Hannah from Massachusetts, Neil and Linda Sillars, Arran Mountain Rescue Team, RAF Lossiemouth and Crosshouse A&E Dept.”


On their Corbett bagging expedition Val and Davie were, unknowingly at the time, witness to the airlift. Davie reports:

“Saturday started with a power breakfast for myself, toast and tomato sauce pasta. We drove to Glen Rosa and met Russell & his daughter with Elspeth. We walked in and met Elspeth again with the tentative agreement that if we met Russell and Laura at the top we may be able to walk back down Glen Sannox so that we could be given a lift back to Glen Rosa. However the days events were to play out quite differently to the expected!

After a long slog up to the top of the first Corbett (Beinn Tarsuinn 826m), we had a well-earned rest and the sunny morning had become a little more cloudy. After the Col between the two Corbetts we met a French couple who had lost their friend and we were concerned for them and they had their own concerns to phone the mountain rescue. They were not properly dressed or equipped.

We completed Cir Mhor (799m) and started to make our decent, thinking about Russell and Laura as we descended into the corrie. Looking back we could see two climbers in red on a route and we commented on what the large orange object could be? Shortly after, one of the Glasgow police helicopters started to circle the summit and we suspected that they were looking for the lost French person. It was later to be accompanied by the helicopter from HMS Gannet and the Arran Mountain Rescue who we met on the way up. At this point we both became very concerned and were confused as to what really was going on.

Eventually regaining Glen Rosa we observed the ambulance and paramedic standing down. A sense of relief was experienced and we could reflect on an interesting and eventful day on the gorgeous Corbetts of Arran.

However after dinner back at Lochranza youth hostel we were informed of the unfortunate incident involving Russell and his daughter. It came as a surprise and only goes to show we are all vulnerable and care is the watchword.”

The refurbished Lochranza SYHA hostel is good with many new fixtures and fittings. Meals can be bought but we self-catered. I understand Val does a very fine “billi” (ask her!). At the nearby hotel we can report that the food is good but local ale is ridiculously expensive.


Tony Smith

Next Meet

Lochinver. Friday 24th – Sunday 26th May, meet organiser Wull Clark
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