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Black Dog Meet Report

No 133 Lochinver

Friday 24th to Sunday 26th May 2013

In Attendance


Wull Clark

Charles Alexander

Robin Clark

Tony Smith

Val Inglis

Lorna Smith

David Cameron
Brian Barron

Alan Sewell

Graham Wyllie

Russell Shanks
Lindsay Wyllie

Michael Ruby

John & Clare (guests)

Fiona Ruby

Mountains Climbed

Wednesday
Ben Hutig (408m) Tony, Lorna & Charles

Thursday
Meall Meadhonach (422m) Charles & Tony

                        Farrmheall (521m) Tony, Lorna & Charles

Friday

Sgirbhis-bheinn (371m) Tony,Lorna & Charles

                        Fashven (460m) & Beinn Akie (288m) Tony

                        Laxford Slabs- Evening Tide 40m M, Evening Sunset 40m VDiff

                                                 What we did on our holidays 40m S 

                                                 and a couple of unnamed VDiffs

Ridgeway View Crag- Rodney’s Gneiss Route S 4a, Starry Saxifrage S         4a, Classic Crack S 4a

                        All above climbed by Wull, Robin, Russell, Alan, Graham & Brian

Saturday
Foinaven (911m) All

Sunday
West Buttress VDiff Stac Pollaidh (612m)

               Robin, Russell, Alan, Graham, Wull & Brian

Weather   

                Wednesday & Thursday- Mixed weather with hail showers and sunshine 

                 fresh hillwalking weather.

                 Friday- Sunshine 

                 Saturday- Dry and a chill on the summit.

                 Sunday- More Sunshine

Notes / Highlights

Tony, Lorna & Charles started the meet on Wednesday 

Heavy hail showers on Wednesday and Thursday made life difficult at times but otherwise good, if fresh, hillwalking weather.

Excellent new little bunkhouse (The Poor House) outside Tongue provided a very comfortable night after the longish drive north and an evening moorland tramp. The following day we travelled across to Durness for two more Marilyns, preceded by a visit to the excellent Cocoa Mountain (thanks to Robin for the recommendation). On Friday we ventured over the ferry to the Cape Wrath peninsula. Finding the early lighthouse minibus already full we elected to walk the four miles or so across the MOD range and hence up the most northerly mainland Marilyn (followed by a very wet yomp for Tony to pick up two more adjacent hills whilst Lorna and Charles did the return walk along the road).


Wull, Robin & Brian travelled up to the Aultguish Inn on the Thursday and were given a less than friendly welcome. Woke on Friday morning to be greeted by Alan, Russell & Graham,  Russell & Graham had to push Alans car over the Lecht on the Friday morning due to snow.  We all set off to do some climbing on a couple of crags not far from Lochinver in the sunshine. 

On Saturday we all climbed Foinaven.  This was Alan’s last Corbett.  We set off across the pathless moor/bog skipped over a burn onto the broad ridge to Ceann Garbh (902m).  We all stopped for a bite to eat then left Alan and walked round the ridge to the summit of Foinaven.  Alan arrived on the summit to the usual final summit welcome, speeches, photos, champagne, Guiness and lots of cake was had by all before the walk back out.  The weather was fine all day just a little chilly.

Sunday Alan, Russell, Graham, Robin & Wull climbed the West Buttress (90m V Diff) on Stac Polliadh. Brian walked  up to the summit. The day was sunny and warm a great way to end a great weekend.  Tony, Lorna & Charles had a fleeting look at some Highland wildlife on the way home.

 Sunday's journey home was somewhat enlivened (for Lorna at least!) by an unusual wildlife 'bag' in the form of a totally naked male running down the centre of the road just outside Inverness. A well developed human male that is! Unfortunately, sitting in the back of the car, Lorna got only a momentary sighting.

Congratulations again to Alan.

Next Meet

Braemar 26th October
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