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Black Dog Meet

No. 151 Newtonmore

Friday 28th to Sunday 30th November 2014

In Attendance
Alan Sewell

Liz Kennedy


Valerie Inglis

Davie Cameron


Tony Smith


Charles Alexander


Wull Clark


Russell Shanks


Richard Marwood

Stuart Donald


Gerry Feeney

Mountains Climbed

Saturday:
All except Stuart

Carn Dearg (945m) & tops



Stuart



Beinn Dearg (1008m)

Sunday:
Alan, Gerry, Wull, 

Charles & Tony

Creag Dhubh (756m)

Weather

On Saturday the hills were covered in thick damp mist all day giving very limited visibility. Sunday was much better being bright and clear with only fleeting mist on the summit.

Notes / Highlights

Everyone travelled to Newtonmore on Friday, except Stuart who went directly to the hill on Saturday. Descending on Newtonmore Hostel we were welcomed with a roaring log fire. After a quick bite to eat we headed to the pub and hatched a plan to climb Carn Dearg (Monadhliaths) taking in a couple of Munro tops that Val and Alan hadn’t climbed previously, along with the Graham Creag Liath.

Saturday dawned grey and damp and didn’t improve throughout the day. Heading up Glen Banchor for little Loch Dubh, we traversed up on to the SE top, 923m, and then onto the summit of Carn Dearg. Cloud level must have been around 500m with a chilly wind blowing. Not lingering on the summit long, the group split - with the A team heading out to Sneachdach Slinnean, a deleted Munro top where good navigation was required in the thick mist. The B team headed for home down Gleann Ballach. Both teams eventually met up at the track at the Allt Fionndrigh - more by luck than design – having squelched our way across miles of bog and peat hags. Fading light meant that the Graham would have to wait for another day.

Meanwhile Stuart cycled in to climb Beinn Dearg from Calvine on the A9. The trip was noteworthy by the Highland Park sunk at the bothy and going over the handle  bars on the way out. Whether these two instances are connected is purely speculation.
We all gathered in the pub on Saturday night where we were joined by Elspeth. After a good meal in the Glen Hotel we retired to the bunkhouse to listen to Richard Marwood play a mean guitar accompanied by the pulsating vocal tones of Val Inglis.  However, after a quick (unrelated) visit from the local constable we all decided to retire for the evening.

Sunday turned out to be the best day of the weekend - bright and clear, with the majority unfortunately heading home. Tony, Wull, Alan, Charles and Gerry headed up Creag Dubh from the A86. A great little hill with a memorable and stunning view. So memorable in fact that both Charles and Tony had climbed this hill (from the other side) in 2005 (meet report 33) and neither could remember much about their previous visit!
Next Meet

Christmas bash 13th Dec 2014 Arrochar (Meet Organiser Val Inglis).
Alan Sewell
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