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Black Dog Meet

No. 161 Knoydart

Friday 18th - Monday 21st September 2015

In Attendance



Charles Alexander

Davie Cameron



Wull Clark


Bill Clark


Val Inglis


Richard Marwood


George Norman

Lorna Smith




Tony Smith


Hills and Mountains Climbed

Saturday 19th
Charles & Val


Beinn Bhuidhe (855m)



George



Luinne Bheinn (939m)



Bill, Wull, Richard,

Lorna & Tony

Meall Buidhe (946m),

Luinne Bheinn (939m) & tops

Sunday 20th
Charles, Davie, Richard

George, Lorna & Tony
Sgurr Coire Choinnichean (796m)



Val & Wull


Ladhar Bheinn (1020m) & top

Weather

The weather was reasonably fair all weekend (except for the boat trip back on Monday) although much cloudier (and intermittently wet) than forecast on Saturday so long-range views were a little disappointing. Mist and cloud hugging the hills was strikingly ‘atmospheric’.

Notes / Highlights

The new(ish) Seabridge ferry service is more frequent than the previous Western Isles boat so we were able to travel at different times to suit. This worked well (apart from the fact that one of Richard’s walking poles ended up in the harbour during the luggage transfer, although a replacement was provided the following morning).

The Old Byre landrover was waiting as arranged to take the luggage to the “hostel”. To describe the accommodation as a hostel doesn’t do it justice as the building has all been done out to a very high standard. This was definitely one of the best places we’ve ever used. The facilities were well used for our three excellent meals prepared by Richard, Val and Lorna. Thanks also to all who brought other food and ‘supplies’ along.

08.00 Saturday morning saw 7 of us heading out towards Barrisdale and then into Gleann Meadail where Val and Charles tackled their Corbett more or less directly. This, says Charles, “offered an interesting challenge. Very rough ground for a lot of the ascent and descent with marshy tussocks for good measure. As if that was not enough, it was wet and misty for the top portion, making finding the descent a stern test of navigation skills.”

Meanwhile the rest of the group continued up the glen on a good path before electing to ascend Coire na Cloiche rather than continue to Mam Meadail. Possibly not the best choice! However we eventually made the, by now, misty summit to begin the rough traverse over to “Loony Bin”. There followed a long descent to Mam Barrisdale and an even longer walk back to the hostel. The only other walker we saw in the 12 hours was a lone New Zealander in the ridge mist whose first question was “do you know the Rugby score guys?” 

Having already been up Meall Buidhe George did a solo trek out and back to Luinne Bheinn whilst Davie continued his recovery from a recent ‘op’ by taking a short (only 26k!) stroll to Inverguseran.

On Sunday Val and Wull decided to go directly to Ladhar Bheinn (for the top and Munro respectively) rather than attempt to include Beinn na Caillich in the circuit. Bill opted for a day of relaxation and the remaining 6 set out on the new trail through the woods to the hill immediately behind Inverie. This latter turned out to be a very fine walk with a spectacular view back out to sea from the well-defined ridge.

A noted feature of both walks was a series of “pratfalls”. More to do with ill-advised foot placement than the aforementioned ‘supplies’ of course!

Another great Black Dog weekend nicely rounded off by the porpoise sighting from the return boat.
Next meet is Torridon, Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th October.

Meet organiser is Steve Davis.
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