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Black Dog Meet

No. 172 Kintail

Friday 23rd – Sunday 25th September 2016

In Attendance
Charles Alexander

Davie Cameron


Bill Clark


Wull Clark



Gerry Feeney

Valerie Inglis


Richard Marwood

Alan Sewell


Russell Shanks

Lorna Smith




Tony Smith


Hills and Mountains Climbed

Tuesday 20th Sept
Bill, David, Val &  Wull
Bidein a'Choire Sheasgaich (954m) 

Lurg Mhor (986m)



Thursday 22nd Sept       Bill, David, Val & Wull 
Carn Ghluasaid (957m) 

Sgurr nan Conbhairean (1110m)

Sail Chaorainn (1002m)




Lorna & Tony

Carn Liath (1006m) 

Stob Poite Coire Ardair (1054m)
  

Friday 23rd Sept  
Bill, David, Lorna, Tony,

Val & Wull

Sgurr an Airgid (841m) 

Tony


Beinn Bhuide (702m) 

Beinn Bhreac (674m) 




Charles & Gerry

Ben Tee (902m)




Alan & Russell

Carn Liath (743m)







Creag Ruadh (622m)            
  

Saturday 24th Sept  
Alan


Creag Dhubh Mhor (612m)        
Sunday 25th Sept 
Richard


Ben Vrackie (841m)




Lorna & Tony

Cruinn a'Bheinn (632m)

           
Weather

For all those who headed up early to Kintail the weather was quite good. Dry and quite warm, with high cloud and good visibility. The forecast for the weekend had been woeful but it turned out that the bad weather was quite localized and not quite as bad as had been expected.

Notes / Highlights

David, Wull, Bill and Valerie extended the meet by a few days and drove up to Attadale on Monday afternoon, walked in to Beinn Dronaig bothy and climbed ‘Cheesecake’ and Lurg Mhor on Tuesday. The wilderness was spoiled by bulldozers, diggers, steam rollers and other vehicles and a squad of workers in the process of building 3 hydro schemes in the area, but the bothy was good and the route into the hills was great. Much preferable than the route from Craig. Valerie and Wull scrambled out along the ridge and did the outlying top on Lurg Mhor which added a little bit of excitement to an already grand day.

On Thursday the same four did the circuit of three starting east of Cluanie. The weather was fantastic and the ridges and views were superb. Some more top bagging was undertaken by Wull and Valerie (5 in total) along with the 3 Munros. Tony and Lorna climbed Carn Liath and Stob Poite Coire Ardair and the two intermediate tops on the way over to Kintail. A fine high level (but very breezy) walk but the path down from the 'window' is very rough following a significant recent landslip.

On Friday, Alan and Russell had a good day on two Grahams on the way over to Kintail from the east while Charles and Gerry climbed the Corbett Ben Tee. The others all took heed of a poor forecast for the area and opted for a shorter day on Sgurr an Airgid. The weather was actually OK but we could see the squalls and blowing in and out over the Five Sisters ridge, so it was probably a good call. Tony continued alone over to Beinn Bhuide, Beinn Bhreac and 3 further minor tops to complete a good circular walk, whilst the rest of us retired to the pub where we met up with the team.

On Saturday only Alan decided to head out despite the awful forecast, but in the end he had a great walk in just a bit of drizzle in his own little micro-climate. The rest of us took a trip to Skye and finally Portree where conditions were truly woeful!! The river at Sligachan was as full and fast flowing as I have ever seen it.

Saturday night we all had dinner, a few drinks and a laugh in the hotel which was as good as always. Richard was celebrating a memorable birthday and generously bought drinks all round. Happy Birthday Richard!!!!

On Sunday we all went home with the exception of Tony and Lorna who set off early to attend a Marilyn completion in the Loch Lomond area.  They set off from the Inversnaid hotel with a group of about 30 including Rick Salter and Jenny Hatfield who thus completed both the Grahams and the Marilyns (9th and 10th on that list) (6 of the 10 were present). It was a good sociable day. The Marilyn completion even made the BBC News (item on the web). Jen was congratulated at the time as the first "non-male" completer!

A good meet thanks to all!!

Next meet – Braemar 28th – 30th October 2016 

Meet organiser – Valerie Inglis
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