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Mountaineering




Black Dog Meet

No. 180 Skye

Friday 19th – Sunday 21st May 2017

In Attendance

Charles Alexander
Davie Cameron



Bill Clark

Valerie Inglis




Gillian Clarke

Fiona O’Neill



Alan Sewell

Russell Shanks



Lorna Smith

Tony Smith




Richard Marwood
Michael Twigg (Guest)
Hills and Mountains Climbed

Friday 19th May

Lorna, Charles & Tony


Beinn nan Dubh-lochan (253m)

Russell, Fiona & Alan 


South Gully/Tuppenny Buttress 

Bill 





A' Chralaig (1120m)







Mullach Fraoch choire  (1102m)

Val & Davie




Beinn Dearg Mhor (731m)







Glamaig (775m)

Saturday 20th May

Val, Davie, Lorna, Charles,


The Storr (719m)

Bill & Tony




Hartaval (668m)

Richard & Michael



Bruach na Frithe (958m)


Russell, Fiona & Alan 


Ben Tianavaig (413m)

Sunday 21st May

Lorna, Charles & Tony 


Stockval (416m)

Tony





Cnoc Loch an Sgurr Mhoir (157m)
Weather

Friday breezy with sunshine, Saturday was wet, Sunday dry but Cuillin in cloud.

Notes / Highlights

Friday
 

Bill climbed A' Chralaig and Mullach Fraoch choire on his way over from

Newtonmore.

Lorna, Charles and Tony explored the Fiskavaig peninsular and took in a couple of minor hills, Beinn nan Dubh-lochan (253m) being the more significant. Good moorland walking and really great views of the coast - Macleod's Maidens etc - and over to Rhum and the outer isles.
David and Val had a fantastic day in the Red Cuillin. Drove to Sligachan from Kintail and did a circuit starting off up the Druim na Ruaige ridge, over to Beinn Dearg Mhor and finally onto Glamaig. It was cold but the sun shone and the views onto the Cuillin were superb. The hardest part of the day was the scree coming off Beinn Dearg Mhor. Even Glamaig itself seemed easy after that although from the top of Beinn Dearg Mhor it looked almost vertical and impassable.  

Russell, Fiona and Alan headed from Skye from the Saddle Mountain hostel, with two options in mind – Stacks buttress (Diff) in Coire Grunnda or South Gully (Severe) in Coire a Mhadaidh. As the weather was good (albeit windy) we headed for the harder option. This turned out to be a poor choice, as the route was running with water and after two pitches we bailed out and climbed the slabs on the left of the gully. 

Saturday
 

Lorna, Charles, Tony, Val, Davie and Bill started out from the main parking area below The Storr and climbed to The Old Man on the tourist path. Very atmospheric in the mist. They eventually found a route up a steep gully to emerge just south of the summit trig (The Storr (719m)). Then headed to Hartaval (688m) in broken cloud and on to the next bealach and down, eventually, to Lealt where they had left a second car.

Richard and Michael headed into Coire Bhasteir to climb Bruach na Frithe. Wet weather was predicted, and above about 500m they were in dense cloud all the time. So path-finding was a challenge but they always knew where we were (that's their story). Taking a back-bearing on the Lochan a Bhasteir proved very useful. They picked their way cautiously up scree and rockfall in the right direction to reach the bealach, with the dramatic Bhasteir tooth finally towering over them in the eerie gloom. Finding the Munro, and then the descent via Fionn Choire kept them alert, but was more straightforward. Richard had two falls (but no submission) within a few hundred yards of the car. “No views from the top, so will need to be repeated!”
Russell, Fiona and Alan headed to Flodigarry to climb on the sea cliff, with hope of avoiding the rain. However, on arrival the rain arrived and they decided to bail. After a coffee/lunch stop back in Portree, they decided to climb Ben Tianavaig, a little hill overlooking Portree bay. Views were restrictive due to the cloud just catching the summit, but this would be a fantastic summit on a clear day.

Sunday
 

Lorna, Charles and Tony drove down to Talisker Bay taking in Stockval (416m) on the way. Tony then climbed a rather wonderful little "lost world" (summit plateau almost completely surrounded by cliffs) hill Cnoc Loch n Sgurr Mhoir (157m) just north of the bay.

Gill and Michael headed into to Corrie Laggan and the great stone shoot to climb Sgurr Alasdair. However due to thick mist they turned back 200m from the summit.
 

Well done Val and Davie on reaching their 100th club meet.

Thanks to Richard for his virtuoso guitar recital.  

There was some debate around whether we should change venues to a new bunkhouse for this meet in future. However, it was agreed that there had been significant improvement (e.g. showers that work!) to stick with it for another year at least. The attraction of the pub, with good food and beer is hard to beat.
Next meet: Tongue 

Meet organiser: Val Inglis 

Alan


