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Black Dog Meet

No. 185 Harris/St Kilda

Thursday 21st – Tuesday 26th September 2017

In Attendance


Charles Alexander
Richard Marwood




Fiona O’Neill

Lorna Smith




Tony Smith


Hills and Mountains Climbed

Friday 22nd 

Fiona, Lorna, Charles & Tony

Oreval (662m) & Ulaval (659m)



Saturday 23rd 

Charles & Tony


Teileasval (failed to reach summit)




Sunday 24th 
Tony




Beinn Driniasadair (86m) etc.

All Present



Ben Scoravich (Scalpay) (104m)

Monday 25th 

Lorna, Charles & Richard

Conachair (Hirta, St Kilda) (430m)

Fiona & Tony



Clisham (799m) & nearby Simms

Weather

As ever on the Hebrides wind was the main issue often fresh and very stormy on Saturday. Friday’s walk was very wet initially, Saturday’s increasingly windy (as forecast) to the point of being dangerously gusty. Sunday was much calmer and Monday was excellent, again as forecast.

Notes / Highlights

  
We agreed to leave in good time for the long drive over to Skye for the Uig/Tarbert ferry. Just as well we did, and also that Richard decided not to leave the spare wheel behind to increase luggage space in the “expedition vehicle” as was originally intended. A puncture just as we crossed the Skye bridge was not the ideal start to the weekend.


Despite an indifferent weather forecast Kilda Cruises said the planned trip was on for Friday. We got up at some unearthly hour and drove down to Leverburgh, only to be told, what was by then very obvious, that the wind had not abated and the sea swell remained too high. No go for the Saturday either so it looked like St Kilda was off. After coffee back at the ranch ‘plan B’ became a Graham/Simm walk from the Huisinis road up Glen Chliostair, whilst Richard sought out a tyre repair/replacement. Tarbert Donnie is recommended! The walk? A soggy affair initially but improving later (not sufficiently to tempt us to walk out to view the crag Sron Ulladale. Thereafter we ventured further along the fine beach at end of road. This was where one of the passing Highland cattle took a particular fancy to Richard (how fast could either move we, the amused observers, wondered?).

Saturday was a mixed day. The girls went shopping whilst Richard stayed in to attend to personal arrangements for the following week. Charles and Tony set off for another Simm but after a pleasant walk to the eagle hide (no birds today) were driven off the hill by the gale.

After a couple of local Sunday morning walks (Fiona and Lorna round the loch to Plocrapol and Tony over 3 local moorland bumps) we all travelled to Scalpay to walk the ‘Heritage Trail’. A fine walk but evidence of any ‘heritage’ was hard to find apart from perhaps the lighthouse at the far end of the trail. The high point of the island (a Hump) was easily bagged but the coastal return route proved more difficult than anticipated. The evening was spent trying to seek out a phone signal to confirm plans for Monday when it became apparent that Sea Harris had 2, and later 3, places on their St Kilda trip. How did we choose who was to travel out?

So it was back to Leverburgh for 07.45 on Monday. Yes still only 3 seats available so Fiona made the difficult call of sticking to her original Clisham objective and as I had already had 2 trips out Lorna, Charles and Richard took to the boat (the first mate of said boat rather amazingly had lived in Edzell). Fine conditions all day for both parties made for an excellent conclusion to a very successful meet. Fiona would however probably say that the fitting conclusion to her trip was not until Tuesday morning when she purchased a very elegant Harris Tweed jacket.

No.5 Drinisharder provided very good accommodation, being relatively quiet at this time of year. The location is fantastic but if busy the kitchen facilities might be a bit tight, although Fiona did manage to rustle up a very fine chilli con carne despite very limited availability of the correct ingredients.

Thanks to Richard for providing group transport throughout.

Next meet: Affric (Bearnock)

Meet organiser: Valerie
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