
[image: image1.wmf]
Black Dog Meet

No. 191 Ossian

 Friday 23rd – Sunday 25th March 2018

In Attendance





Bill Clark


Fiona O’Neill

Wull Clark


Clare Rainbow

Valerie Inglis


Alan Sewell

Liz Kennedy


Lorna Smith

Nicky Lucking


Tony Smith

Richard Marwood


Mike Twigg

John McGill



Hills and Mountains Climbed

Friday

Wull, Val, Liz, Fiona & Alan

Beinn na Lap (935m) Munro

Nicky & Tony



Meall na Lice (584m) Hump

Saturday

Fiona & Alan 



Stob na Cruaiche (739m) Graham

Liz & Richard 



Meall na Meoig (868m) Corbett

Bill, Wull, Val, Nicky, Lorna, Tony & Mike
 

Sgor Gaibhre (955m) Munro, Carn Dearg 

(941m) Munro and Sgor Choinnich (929m) Top

Tony 
plus Beinn a’ Chumhainn (903m) Hump and Meall a’ Bhealaich (865m) Simm

John & Clare 
Creag Ghuanach (621m) Graham and Beinn na Cloiche (646m) Graham

Sunday

Val & Tony
Leum Uilleim (909m) Corbett (Val to main top & Tony to S Top, a Simm)

Weather
Friday morning was persistent rain for several hours. It tended to ease in the afternoon but there was frequent buffeting close to the summit of Beinn na Lap. It turned pleasant and calm into the evening.

Saturday had bursts of sunshine throughout the day but there was a significant wind chill. There was the odd snow shower and from 1530hrs onwards there was persistent rain/sleet/snow into the evening.

Sunday offered little wind and patches of sunshine, though low temperatures rising to only 0°C.

Snow on the ground (above ca 600m) was crisp after overnight frost but soft later in the day.

Notes / Highlights

Wull, Fiona and Alan joined Val and Liz on the 1109hrs train departing from Rannoch Station. (Bill missed the train due to a road closure) A hearty lunch and coffee was enjoyed by all at Corrour Station giving us the energy to carry the kit to Loch Ossian SYHA Hostel. Jan (The Warden) made us feel so welcome on our arrival.

Duties from Jan: Fire Master, Alan; Looking Good, Wull; Boot Monitor, David (though at this time unavoidably absent).

Rules and Regulations from Jan: No ‘interfickering’ with the stag; Do not feed the stag coffee granules, tea bags, curry or venison (it’s too dear!); Cludgie Door either tug the rope or push the hinge (!); No running in the car park.

Duties organised, rules digested and kit on, we all headed up Beinn na Lap.

Bill, Nicky, Richard, Lorna and Tony departed Rannoch Station on the 1512hrs train.

Beinn na Lap party returns wind swept though it was pleasant walking on the track in the sunshine. Hot drinks and a blether, then Nicky and Tony head out to enjoy a short clamber up the nearby Meall na Lice in the sunshine. Very fine views from the summit.

The remaining trio Clare, John and Mike arrived safely on the evening train.

The weather forecast was discussed and plans were hatched for the various excursions on Saturday.

Saturday

Reveille 0630hrs. Breakfast completed and the sun shining Liz, Richard, Alan and Fiona caught the train back to Rannoch Station and went their separate ways.

Tony headed off east on the loch-side track followed a short while later by Bill, Wull, Val, Nicky, Lorna and Mike. Tony ticked off his two additional hills and then joined the rest of the group on Sgor Choinnich to complete the circuit of the two Munros.

John and Clare had the longest tramp to endure in their winter boots on the tracks.

Good views over the day were experienced by all.

The train travellers enjoyed coffee and cake at Rannoch Station while waiting for their train back.

The Munro party was first back and quenched their thirst with tea and the infamous Black Dog shortbread.

Time was wearing on and the two Graham baggers had not returned and the weather had deteriorated. A sigh of relief when we looked out the window and saw Clare on her own striding forth with purpose. A while later John crippled in with words not to be repeated regarding his winter boots!!

While we refuelled and shared our experiences of the day the fire master carried out his duties effectively and kept the hostel warm.

The start of British Summer time was the following day hence we were aware of losing a valuable one hour’s sleep!

Sunday

Early Sunday morning, a hive of activity, breakfast, tidying and packing.

Tony and Val were the first to venture out to allow them time to achieve their target tops, via very boggy ground west of Corrour station.

Liz and Nicky followed shortly afterwards off on their walk, also west of Corrour, while Richard set off on his photography session.

Mike prepared his mind and body for a run and set a personal best with a 10k plus to Loch Treig and back.

The rendezvous point for the BDMC was Corrour Station with coffee/tea and filled rolls on the menu.

We all departed on the 1230hrs train, with our own individual thoughts about heading back into civilisation and our ‘simple' luxuries – a flushing toilet for example!!

An excellent weekend and we were certainly spoilt with the weather.

Next meet: Mull (27th to 29th April)

Meet organiser: Alan Sewell

Fiona
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