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Black Dog Meet

No. 199 Torridon

Thursday 25th – Sunday 28th October 2018

In Attendance
Davie Cameron

Valerie Inglis


Liz Kennedy

Richard Marwood




Alan Sewell


Tony Smith


Hills and Mountains Climbed

  

Thursday

Liz



Bac an Eich (849m)

Alan & Tony


Meall Uaine (626m) and





Meall na h-Aodainn Moire (633m)

Friday

Davie, Valerie & Alan

Beinn na h-Eaglaise (736m)

Liz



Beinn Airigh Charr (791m)

Richard & Tony

Meall Gorm (710m), 





Meall a’Choire Bhuidhe (125m) + tops and





Eilean a’Chaoil (32m)

Saturday

Davie, Valerie & Alan

An Ruadh-mheallan (672m)

Liz & Richard


An Ruadh-stac (892m)

Tony



Meall Dearg (644m),





Meall nan Ceapairean (676m) and





Cnoc nan Each (311m)

Sunday

Alan & Tony


Meall Gorm (Ben Damh) (675m) and





Sgurr na Bana Mhoraire (687m)

 
Weather
It was good in the east on Thursday but wet on arrival in Torridon. Friday dawned very windy with new snow on the hills above ca600m. We had glorious sunshine (and occasional blizzard whiteouts) on Saturday whilst Sunday was just about perfect.

Notes / Highlights

We all set off early for this meet, perhaps despite an uncertain weather picture. Liz, on the Corbett trail, started straightforwardly in Strathconnon before heading further north. Meanwhile Richard, Alan and I stopped off in Pitlochry for a walk up a very well used track towards Ben Vrackie. Al and I completed a 2 Simm circuit whilst Richard continued for the loch.

Beinn Na h-Eaglaise on the Friday provided mixed conditions of high wind, rain and snow and it was a bit soggy underfoot. Thereafter the group retired to the Beinn Damh hotel for a ‘well-earned’ pint. Liz cycled up an excellent track from Poolewe almost to the foot of her hill. Here there was some snow from 600m onwards and it was also very wet underfoot after the overnight rain. A couple of unpleasant hail showers but at least there was a view from the top. Richard and I took the car up the Bealach na Ba and then had a battle with the wind and snow showers to bag the nearby top (a high adventure to calorie ratio walk, as Richard remarked!). We retreated to (much) lower levels to walk the 3 hills on the Shieldaig peninsular. We also bagged the tidal island which, at all of 32m (a record low/high for the club?) still provides a great viewpoint over Upper Loch Torridon.

Valerie, Davie and Al tackled An Ruadh Mheallan on the Saturday. Their highlight was seeing a golden eagle soar just a few feet overhead on the summit where there was fresh drifted powder snow and views of the Northern end of Skye. Liz and Richard headed round to Coulags for the walk into An Ruadh-stac. Liz reports “an extremely steep final ascent compounded by ice on the lower quartzite slabs made this quite a tough scramble” whilst Richard adds: “It needs to be said that I was the Lord Hunt staying at advance base camp with Liz as the Tenzing Norgay who pushed on for the summit. I witnessed a true mountaineer from my vantage point, and I knew that I had made the right personal decision!”. Meanwhile I set out directly from the hostel for the path over the Bealach na Lice and hence through to Coulags via a couple of Simms on the way. Rather amazingly Liz and I arrived at the car park almost simultaneously after some 8hr travel.

On Sunday Alan and I climbed two tops (including my 1500th Simm) on Beinn Damh from the hotel whilst for Richard it was a sunny three miles at sea loch level with rutting stags, a close contact with a crossbill and a surprising encounter with an otter.

All in all a brilliant weekend.

Next meet – Crianlarich

Meet organiser – Davie Cameron

Tony
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